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Part Two: Serving LGBTQ
LGBTQ is a term that brings together individuals who are lesbians, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer. It is crucial to note that both federal and state laws recognize respective groups in society. Both court rulings and statutes are crucial pieces that establish LGBTQ laws and corresponding rights. One of the federal statutes that pertain to the LGBTQ students in Texas is based on Title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972. It states that “No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance” (Texas State Library, 2021). The above section is crucial in education setup. This section implies that all students should be treated equally regardless of their sexual orientations. Therefore, LGBT students must be treated just like other students. 
The U.S Department of Education for Civil Rights is also clear regarding the way LGBTQ students should be treated. This department is against any form of bullying, exclusion from school activities, exclusion from the school environment, and harassment (U.S Department of Education for Civil Rights, 2021). In general, Federal laws requires every school in Texas and across other states to ensure that LGBTQ students are treated with equality just like other students. These laws ensure that these students have access to the entire activities in the school. 
The Texas Education Code is also clear regarding bullying and harassment in public schools. This code prohibits any form of harassment and bullying that might be directed to students, including those from the LGBTQ community (Kates, 2020). Texas defines harassment in the realm of bodily injury, sexual intimidation, physical confinement, and emotional harm, among other ways. It also defines bullying in the realm of an abusive environment, infringement of student’s rights, and intimidation (Kates, 2020). Therefore, the students should file a report if they encounter such issues in school. 
I agree with the current legal status of LGBTQ in my state. I believe that this legal status is important since it discourages human rights violations with regard to LGBTQ students. I will defend these laws by ensuring that I encourage inclusivity and diversity in my classroom. For instance, I treat these students the same way as other students. I will also ensure that these students are not mistreated in any way. I will also ensure that I discourage any term or language that might hurt these students. For instance, it is not good to reject these students due to their sexual orientations. I will also ensure that I will be available for them. For instance, I will render my services whenever needed. 
I think that I might encounter either legal or other challenges when handing the LGBTQ students. One of these challenges is rejection by other students. For instance, some religions, such as Christianity, condemn lesbianism and the gay community. Such students might discriminate against these students. I will always ensure that I discourage such behavior from promoting effective learning. 
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